Teaching with Primary Sources/LOC Resource Lesson

Lesson Title: The Soldiers’ Experiences of War. 

Author:  Owen Doak 

Course: U.S. History 
Grade: 11 

Skill Level:  Regular.  
Timeframe:  One forty-five minute period. 
Objectives: Students will be able to explain the impact of the Vietnam War (and possibly other war) on soldiers, both in the short term and the long term. 

Suggested Essential Questions:  How does the experience of war in the 20th century change young men and women?  

Standards: 16.A.4a, 16.A.5a, 16.D.4b
LOC links: http://www.loc.gov/vets/

Directions: Students will need access to a computer lab and headphones.  Students will complete the attached questionnaire alone or with a partner (based on availability of computer stations) as they make their way through the Veterans’ History Project site. 

Credits: (if any, please cite)

Source used”

Veteran’s history Project, a Project of the American Folk life Center of the Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/vets/, August 12, 2009 

The Vietnam War:  The Soldier’s Story Name______________________________
1. Click on http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-disabledvets.html Read the intro starting with “They may be dramatically visible; a missing limb, a facial scar . . . “Then click on three of the veteran’s stories.  Read and /or listen to the stories and fill in the outline. 

a. Veteran’s Name and conflict involved in __________________________________.  What did you learn about war from this soldier?  How did the war impact his or her life?  Summarize in a paragraph of three to five sentences. 

b. Veteran’s Name and conflict involved in __________________________________.  What did you learn about war from this soldier?  How did the war impact his or her life?  Summarize in a paragraph of three to five sentences.

c. Veteran’s Name and conflict involved in __________________________________.  What did you learn about war from this soldier?  How did the war impact his or her life?  Summarize in a paragraph of three to five sentences.
2.  Under “More Stories . . . More Collections” click on Max Cleland.  Read the intro, click on the photos and listen to all of the video interview excerpts/ and answer the following question in complete sentences. 

What did you learn or find interesting about Max Cleland’s experiences of Vietnam?  How did the war change or affect his life?  Be specific. 

3. Click on “Courage” Explore this area for about 5 minutes. Learning as much as you can, and then answer the following question:

What did you learn from this part of the site? Whose story or stories did you listen to or read about? 

4.  Return to http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-disabledvets.html and click on John McCain.  Read the intro, click on the photos and listen to five of the video interview excerpts and answer the following question in complete sentences. 

What did you learn or find interesting about John McCain’s experiences of Vietnam?  How did the war change or affect his life?  Be specific.

5. Next to John McCain’s photo is a link “POWs in Korea or Vietnam. “ Read and or listen to two or three of the accounts of the former POWs; and answer the following question: 

What did you learn about the experience of being a POW? 

6.  Bonus:  Click on http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/voicesofwar/ and explore one of the chapters from “Experience War” Learn as much as you can and summarize your findings in a paragraph below for five points. 

