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As the old saying goes, “A recession is when a neighbor loses his job while a depression is when you lose yours.”  Whether or not the United States is in a recession or depression is irrelevant to the fact that the country is facing economic stagnation the likes of which have not been seen since the 1930s.  The issue that should be focused upon rather is what have we as Americans learned since the 1930s to better handle the current economic crisis we face so we don’t put another old saying into practice from George Santayana, “those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”
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	Objectives
	Students will:

· Identify causes of both the Great Depression and our current economic crisis.

· Compare and contrast the causes of both crises.

· Analyze both a picture from the Great Depression and an editorial cartoon from our current economic crisis.

· Conduct an interview with someone from the Great Depression and with someone from today and present your findings to the class via a 3-5 minute presentation.

	Recommended time frame
	 (Seven 50 minute class periods—2-3 days for presentations)

	Grade level
	10th Grade

	Curriculum fit
	United States History

	Materials
	You will need to print out copies the cartoon analysis sheet,  (See attached hyperlink: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
the photo analysis sheet (See attached handout),
the Venn Diagram, the images, the political cartoons, and the presentation rubric.

	Illinois State Learning Standards
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Social Science

16.A.4a  Analyze and report historical events to determine cause-and-effect relationships.
16.A.4b  Compare competing historical inter​pre​tations of an event.

16.C.4c (US)  Describe how American eco​nomic institutions were shaped by industrialists, union leaders and groups including Southern migrants, Dust Bowl refugees, agricultural workers from Mexico and female workers since 1914.

15.A.4d  Explain the effects of unemployment on the economy.



	Procedures
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	Replace this text with step by step instructions for what students are to do. Provide enough details to allow a novice teacher to use this learning experience. If students are to visit a specific web site, provide the hyperlink to that site. Example:
Day One/Two:

· Begin this unit by asking students the following question: What factors have led to our current economic crisis?  (Students should give responses such as high unemployment, housing issues from foreclosures to fewer people living in homes, banks/lending issues, credit card debt. etc.)  Feel free to expand upon these topics as well as develop ones I don’t have listed. (10-15 minutes)
· After students have created this list, ask them virtually the same question but instead of saying our current economic crisis, change that part of the question to, “What factors led to the Great Depression?”  (Typically students will mention the stock market crash and maybe a few other causes such as easy credit, agricultural concerns (Drought/Dust Bowl), uneven distribution of wealth, etc. (10-15 minutes)
· Handout and have students complete the Venn Diagram—You can do this with your students or have them do it individually.  I have done it both ways with students and both have been successful.  The Venn Diagram should serve as a nice visual review to what has been discussed in class today. (10-15 minutes)
· The information I have gotten from the first two bullets will most likely be in any US History textbook so feel free to use your text, if your students have one, as a guide.  Many times I have had students read different segments of their text that align with the causes of the Great Depression.  Determining if you use a text or not this could take more than one class period. (Time can really vary here determining how much reading, if at all, is given)
Day Two:

· Begin class with a quick review over the causes of both the Great Depression and current crisis. Tell students that today they will be focusing on an image of the Great Depression while tomorrow they will be analyzing cartoons from today’s crisis.  (5 minutes)
· After this recap, inform students that they are going to be examining and analyzing a photograph from the Great Depression.  Determining on how familiar your students are with analyzing photos, you may want to do a sample with them.  I’ve attached six photos so feel free to use any of them as samples.  (For example, I would use the migrant camp photo as my sample).  (If you complete a sample with them, 10 minutes)
· Divide students into 4 or 5 groups determining whether or not you used one of the Migrant Mother cartoons as a sample and handout to them a photo from the series entitled Migrant Mother.  Tell students to complete the accompanying photograph analysis guide while examining their picture.  (Keep in mind you have five Migrant Mother photos to use so divide accordingly.  Also feel free to add or delete questions off of the analysis guide determining on what would be most beneficial for your students.  (15 minutes)
· Put the photos in order, 1-5, and have students, determining what photo they analyzed, get into groups with students who had the same photo.  (For example, Photo 1 students get together, Photo 2 students, etc.)  Each group of students has 3 minutes to compare/share their answers with the group and 3 minutes to develop a 30-45 second summary describing their picture.  (It’s best to use larger copies of each image as a transparency or use them in another presentation format, for example, Smart Board, for when students are explaining their findings).  (10 minutes)
· Collect photo analysis sheets?? (I usually collect this one because it provides me with some quick feedback into whether or not students understand the analysis guide.  (1 minute)

· To conclude, provide students Dorthea Lange’s comments regarding the Migrant Mother photos and explain to students that tomorrow they will be examining a political cartoon regarding our current economic crisis.  (5 minutes)
Day Three:

· Begin today with a quick review from yesterday such as what is the Migrant Mother and what did we learn about the Great Depression from that photograph.  (2-3 minutes)
· Divide students into three groups and handout to them the appropriate cartoon.  (For example, if student A is number one then he/she would get cartoon 1 and so on and so forth).  (2-3 minutes)

· Explain to students that they will have the next 10-15 minutes to examine and analyze their cartoon.  Tell students that their cartoon analysis sheet will be collected at the end of class today.  (Feel free to not collect this since the photo sheet was collected yesterday, but normally I do collect both sheets).  (10-15 minutes)
· Jigsaw students so that each group has at least one student with each political cartoon but feel free to adjust the size of each group determining on your class size.  Have each student share their cartoon with their group and have the group answer two questions: (15 minutes or 5 minutes per cartoon)
· 1) What is the message of the cartoon? 

· 2) What evidence from the cartoon does the group have to support that message?

· Bring the whole class back together, collect each student’s cartoon analysis sheet, and have a general discussion about each cartoon.  (10 minutes)

Day Four:

· Quick recap of both the causes of the Great Depression as well as the causes of the current economic crisis our country faces.  (3-5 minutes)
· Explain to students now that they have a general understanding to both events, they are going to get the opportunity to answer our BIG QUESTION: Was the Great Depression of the 1930s more similar/different to our current economic climate?  (2-3 minutes)
· Go over Interview Rubric--Explain to students that to answer this question they are going to be interviewing two people, one person who was alive and has recollections of what life was like in the 1930s and a person today.  Once both interviews are done, it is the job of the student to return to the big question and support their answer with specific evidence from the interviews.  (10 minutes)
· Students will have the rest of class time today to develop questions/format for their interview.  (PowerPoint presentation, Tri-fold board presentation, etc.).   This assignment will be due one week from today.  (30 minutes)

Day Five-Seven:

· Students will be presenting their Interview Presentations.


	Evaluation
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	I have attached both the students’ presentation rubric as well as a sample short answer question and rubric that will be used on a test over this material.  

	Extension                                                        Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Read “Voices from The Dust Bowl” Handout (See Attached hyperlink: http://memory.loc.gov/afc/afcts/images/nyt001/0002.tif
You’ll have to look at the next page as well as it has the rest of the article.  This handout allows students to see firsthand how problematic the Okies were to some people, namely Californians.  



Historical Background 
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A great source of background would be virtually any United States History book.  I’ve attached a couple of links to help with some basic background regarding the Great Depression as well as The Dust Bowl.

This first link is to help out with The Great Depression.  http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.gotoWebCode&wcprefix=nep&wcsuffix=0804&x=14&y=9
Once you get to this link, click continue.  If this link does not work for some reason, go to www.PHSchool.com  and enter as your Web Code: nep-0804.  This will get you to the same spot.  This interactive site lets students examine different parts of the United States to see how each was affected by the depression.

Another link that is interactive and helpful for students seeing the impact of the Dust Bowl is Web Code: nep-0809.  This gives you an interactive diary regarding a few years in the life of someone during the Dust Bowl.  This link is http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?wcprefix=nep&wcsuffix=0809&fuseaction=home.gotoWebCode&x=8&y=15
All other background necessary for this lesson is laid out in the Procedures section of this lesson.

Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
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	Image
	Description
	Citation
	URL

	



	Destitute pea pickers in California. Mother of seven children. Age thirty-two. Nipomo, California.

	 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC 20540.  Digital ID: fsa 8b29516  

	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b41800))+@field(COLLID+fsa))


	



	Migrant agricultural worker's family. Seven hungry children. Mother aged thirty-two. Father is a native Californian. Destitute in pea picker's camp, Nipomo, California, because of the failure of the early pea crop. These people had just sold their tent in order to buy food. Of the twenty-five hundred people in this camp most of them were destitute
	 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC 20540.   Digital ID: fsa 8b29523
	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3c31366))+@field(COLLID+fsa))


	



	Migrant agricultural worker's family. Seven children without food. Mother aged thirty-two. Father is a native Californian. Nipomo, California
	Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC 20540.  Digital ID: fsa 8b29525  

	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8b29525))+@field(COLLID+fsa))


	



	Migrant agricultural worker's family. Seven hungry children. Mother aged thirty-two. Father is native Californian. Nipomo, California
	Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC 20540.  Digital ID: fsa 8b29527  

	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(ppmsca+03055))+@field(COLLID+fsa))


	



	Migrant agricultural worker's family. Seven hungry children. Mother aged thirty-two. Father is native Californian. Nipomo, California
	 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC 20540.  Digital ID: ppmsca 03054  

	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b06165))+@field(COLLID+fsa))


	



	[Migrant camp, wide shot
	The Charles L. Todd and Robert Sonkin Migrant Worker Collection, 
Library of Congress, American Folklife Center.  Digital ID
AFCTS p001
	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/toddbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(p001))



Rubric
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Name: __________________________

Date: _________________ Hour: ____

The “Story” of History: Two Historical Interviews Comparing/Contrasting the Great Depression to Today’s Economic Climate

(26 Points)

Directions: Don’t you remember your grandparents telling you that they had to walk barefoot uphill in the snow both ways to school and you always thought they were exaggerating.  Did they really have it as bad as they said they did or is your life and theirs fairly similar?  Well, now you have the opportunity to separate fact from fiction.  Your task is to interview two people.  The first person is someone who was alive and remembers what life was like during the Great Depression as well as interview someone who is alive today during our current economic turmoil and develop an answer to our BIG QUESTION: Was the Great Depression of the 1930s more similar/different to our current economic crisis?  Once you’ve conducted the interviews, your job is to develop a short presentation, 3-5 minutes, describing the major points of each interview along with answering the BIG QUESTION.  This assignment is due ONE WEEK FROM TODAY.

Below is a sample table to help you start thinking of types of questions to ask during your interviews.  Keep in mind this is just a sample and your interviews should have more topics than those listed.  Good Luck!!

	TOPICS
	1930s Interview
	Current Interview

	NAME, AGE, & JOB
	
	

	Specifically describe how your life was affected by the economic decline.
	
	

	What was the biggest lesson you learned because of this experience that has changed your life?
	
	

	What is the one thing future generations should learn from this crisis?
	
	


PRESENTATION RUBRIC

· Information obtained from two interviews is shared with the class.  (2 points)


0 points
No one was interviewed/no information shared.


1 point
One person was interviewed and information was shared.


2 points
Two people were interviewed and information was 



shared.

Comments:

· Specifics surrounding each person’s experience during their time period were shared with the class.  (4 points multiplied by 2=8 points)


0 points
No specific information was shared with class.


1 point
One specific piece of information was shared.


2 points
Two specific pieces of information were shared from one 


of the interviews or one specific piece of information was 


shared about each interview.


3 points
Two specific pieces of information were shared from one 


of the interviews and one specific piece from the other.  


4 points
Two specific pieces of information were share from each 



interview.

Comments:

· Legacy/Lesson(s) future generations should walk away with are mentioned and supported with specific detail.  (3 points multiplied by 2=6 points)


0 points
No legacy/lesson is mentioned.


1 point
Legacy/lesson is mentioned but is not developed.  In 



other words, no explanation is given.


2 points
Legacy/lesson is mentioned and is vaguely supported as 



to why it is important.


3 points
Legacy/lesson is mentioned and is specifically supported 



as to why it is important.

Comments:

· BIG QUESTION is answered and supported with multiple pieces of specific support.  (5 points multiplied by 2=10 points)


0 points
Big Question is not answered.


1 point
Big Question is answered but is not supported.


2 points
Big Question is answered and is supported with 




generalizations, not specifics.


3 points
Big Question is answered and is supported with one 



specific piece of evidence.


4 points
Big Question is answered and is supported with two 



specific pieces of evidence.


5 points
Big Question is answered and is supported with three 



specific pieces of evidence.

Comments:

Total: ___/26
Sample Short Answer Question on Test
George Santayana said once, “Those that do not learn from the past are condemned to repeat it.”  Some economists would argue that we are repeating the economic crisis of the Great Depression.  Your job is to support that argument by identifying and supporting four parallels (similarities) between the Great Depression and our current catastrophe today.  Be specific with your parallels and be sure to adequately support them with evidence from our class discussions.

Sample Rubric: Your question will be assessed by the following criteria:

· Four specific parallels between the Great Depression and our current economic debacle are clearly identified and adequately supported.  

(2 points/parallel)


0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8


Total:
___/8

Parallel #1
Parallel #2

Parallel # 3

Parallel #4

Handouts
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Great Depression of the 1930s vs. Economic Crisis of Today
Name: ___________________________

Date: _________________ Hour: _____

PHOTO ANALYSIS GUIDE

(16 Points)

Directions: Answer the following questions while examining/analyzing your photo.

Observation—What I See
1. Describe exactly what you see in the photograph.  Here are a few things to consider:

A. What people and objects do you see in the photograph?  (1 point)

B. How are the people dressed?  Be specific.  (1 point)

C. What is happening in the photograph?  (1 point)

D. Is the photograph posed or candid?  Cite evidence from the photograph to support your claim.  (2 points)

2. When was the photograph taken (season, date, and/or time period)?  (1 point)

3. Describe the setting of the photograph.  (1 point)

4. Complete this sentence: I see ____ and it makes me think of ____.  (2 points)

Interpretation—What I infer/What Conclusions I Reach

1. Why was this photograph taken?  (1 point)

2. What is unique about this image that the photographer wanted to capture?  (1 point)

3. Does the photograph accurately reflect anything about a way of life during this historical time period?  Explain your response.  (2 points)

4. What use(s) might have been made of this photograph during its initial existence?  (1 point)

5.
What conclusion(s) do you reach based on what you saw from the photograph?  
Support your response with evidence.  (2 points)
POLITICAL CARTOON #1




Daryl Cagle, MSNBC.com July 6, 2009
POLITICAL CARTOON #2



Steve Breen -- The San Diego Union-Tribune July 7, 2009
POLITICAL CARTOON #3




Gary Brookins, Virginia -- The Richmond Times-Dispatch June 8, 2009
Regarding Migrant Mother Pictures:
I saw and approached the hungry and desperate mother, as if drawn by a magnet. I do not remember how I explained my presence or my camera to her, but I do remember she asked me no questions. I made five exposures, working closer and closer from the same direction. I did not ask her name or her history. She told me her age, that she was thirty-two. She said that they had been living on frozen vegetables from the surrounding fields, and birds that the children killed. She had just sold the tires from her car to buy food. There she sat in that lean-to tent with her children huddled around her, and seemed to know that my pictures might help her, and so she helped me. There was a sort of equality about it.
Teaching with Primary Sources 
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