Teaching with Primary Sources/LOC Resource Lesson

Images of Immigration – A Poetry Experience

Sarah J. Manuel

Course: Language Arts, U.S. History
Grade: Elementary
Skill Level: Regular, Accelerated, ELL
Timeframe:  Two 45-minute class periods; one for reading and discussion of Asian immigration and a second for first drafts.  You may use additional periods if revisions and final drafts are to be worked on or completed in class.
Objectives: Students will create poems about what they believe Asian immigrants might have experienced as they entered the United States through Angel Island in San Francisco, California during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Suggested Essential Questions: 
- How might the lives of Asian immigrants coming to America be shaped by their experiences on Angel Island?

- How are the experiences of immigrants today the same or different from the Asian immigrants of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

- How is your (the student’s) life impacted by your first experiences in the United States? (Whether you were born here or came from somewhere else.)
Standards: 16.A.3b, 16.C.3b, 16.E.3c, 17.C.3c, 18.C.3b

LOC links: (paste in the link to the documents you are using for this lesson)

1. U.S. Immigration Station, Angel Island, San Francisco Bay. Dormitory http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cic:1:./temp/~ammem_qJAN::
2. U.S. Immigration Station, Angel Island, San Francisco Bay. Examination room -- main building http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cic:7:./temp/~ammem_qJAN::
3. U.S. Immigration Station, Angel Island, San Francisco Bay. Approach from wharf to main building http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cic:11:./temp/~ammem_qJAN::
Directions: 

Materials:  1 Oral Reading Book - “Landed” by Milly Lee


            1 Class Set of Short Story – “Kai’s Journey to Gold Mountain” by Katrina              
           Saltontall Currier
Period 1 - I suggest an oral reading of the picture book, “Landed”. This picture book gives a brief description of one boy’s journey to America from China, with a brief stop at Angel Island. The class then participates in a discussion about immigration, their own experiences with immigration (if any) and what they know about the immigration process. I follow this up by assigning the students to read the short story “Kai’s Journey to Gold Mountain”. This story give some additional insight into what Asian immigrants may have had to experience in coming to the United States during this historical period. 

Period 2 - I use a computer projector to project image #1 onto a large screen; an overhead projector works just as well. I direct the students to study the photograph and then give them 2 minutes (only) to write down as many words or phrases they can think of about things that they can see in the photograph. (Example: bunk beds, metal poles, wires). After two minutes, they must stop and then I have them do the same thing (each time only 2 minutes) using their other senses; smell, touch, taste and hear. You may need to offer some of your own observations. 

I repeat this exercise with images #2 and #3. Following this brainstorming session, I give each group of students (3 or 4) a hard copy of the three images. They are then allowed to share ideas and study the images again for 10 minutes to write down any additional observations.

Finally, students take all of their brainstorming ideas and write a poem using their observations from the photographs. They are encouraged to write a minimum of one line for each of the senses and one line for their overall impression of Angel Island. This is their rough draft.

Additional periods may be used for revisions or students can revise outside of class. After the rough draft we examine the poems for use of specific and descriptive language, students then revise to reflect this discussion.
Credits: (if any, please cite)
