Teaching with Primary Sources/LOC Resource Lesson

Creating 1930s Newspaper Captions 

Sarah J. Manuel

Course: Language Arts, U.S. History
Grade: Elementary
Skill Level: Regular, Accelerated, ELL
Timeframe:  One 45-minute class period for the writing of captions; this lesson is one part of a four-week unit on creating a 1930s newsletter. 
Objectives: Students will choose appropriate photographs from the 1930s that relate to newspaper stories they have written about events occurring at that time. They will create captions that are compelling and informative. 
Suggested Essential Questions: 
- In what ways can photographs contribute to a newspaper article?

- How can a well-written caption influence the reader of a newspaper article?

- How do you choose what language to use when writing a caption? 
Standards: 15.A.3d, 16.A.3b, 16.A.3c, 16.C.3b, 16.C.3c, 16.E.3b

LOC links: 
1. Dust storm, Elkhart, Kansas. http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/fsa/8b31000/8b31200/8b31262r.jpg
2. Casablanca, Morocco. President Franklin D. Roosevelt reviewing American troops. Staff Sergeant Oran Lass of Kansas City, Missouri, is driving the jeep. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/fsa.8e01225
3. Portrait of golfer Johnny Goodman standing just off the green during the Open National Tournament at the North Shore Country Club in Glenview, Illinois. http://memory.loc.gov/ndlpcoop/ichicdn/s0100/s010080
4. View of a horse-drawn wagon carrying Mayor Anton J. Cermak's coffin accompanied by two police during his funeral procession on a commercial street in Chicago, Illinois. http://memory.loc.gov/ndlpcoop/ichicdn/n0105/n010531
5. Image of a photograph of female aviator Amelia Earhart. This image was taken in Chicago, Illinois. http://memory.loc.gov/ndlpcoop/ichicdn/n0858/n085880
Directions: 

- Ask students bring in copies of the local newspapers.

- Have students review the sections of the newspaper; these may include World News, US News, Local News, Politics, Weather, Entertainment, Sports, Business, etc.

- Students should work together in pairs to go through a newspaper or sections of the newspaper to identify the types of photographs used to accompany stories and try to come up with reasons why those particular photographs were the ones to be used.

- Pass out copies of the photographs (above) to pairs of students. Have each pair come up with a caption for each of the photographs. Remind students to create captions that are both descriptive and attention-grabbing.

- Following this exercise, have the pairs work together to search the Library of Congress to come up with additional photographs to use in their newspaper. For each photograph they must also create a caption. They will need to have at least one photograph and caption for each newspaper story they create.

- Students may use the photographs provided to them or choose new photographs, as long as they are appropriate to the time and story. 
Note: This lesson is one that will occur towards the end of the four-week unit. Prior to creating captions to accompany the photographs, the students have read the novel “A Long Way from Chicago” by Richard Peck. They have also worked on creating newspaper articles about events that occurred during the 1930s. The students will have done additional research on topics of interest, using both the Internet and other resources.
